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    His Excellency, Chair and Co-chair,
   His Excellencies Head of the Government, 

    His Excellency, Secretary-General of the United Nations,
    Excellencies the Ministers,
    Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, 
    Representatives of Civil Society Organizations,
    Media Persons,
    Ladies and Gentlemen 
Namaskar,
It is indeed a great honor and a privilege for me to attend this important global forum on Disaster Risk Reduction. I and my fellow delegates are very much pleased to avail the warm welcome and hospitality by the host country Mexico and the UNISDR. On behalf of the Government of Nepal, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Mexico and the UNISDR for organizing such an important global event after the adoption of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
Let me share a few basic facts about Nepal in relation to disaster, in the last 45 years, an average of about 900 people were killed, more than one hundred  thirty one thousand  families were affected and about 500 disaster incidents occurred annually in Nepal. The environmental and economical losses are beyond our calculation. 
The Gorkha Earthquake of 2015 alone killed about 9 thousand people, destroyed about 800,000 houses and cultural heritages, damaged about more than twenty two thousand school rooms with an estimated loss of USD 9 billion, impacted on the regular development process and peoples livelihoods. On behalf of the Government of Nepal, I would like to appreciate all our friendly nations and international community for their timely search and rescue, relief and recovery support.
A National Reconstruction Authority established in 2015 to lead and manage the recovery, reconstruction and rehabilitation of the earthquake affected infrastructures and families for five years. Government of Nepal has formulated a Post Disaster Recovery Framework (PDRF) on the basis of PDNA. Nepal is trying its best to support the affected families and communities to rebuild their houses and livelihoods with build back better approach. 
Let me also reiterate that due to climate change, we are facing a huge challenge of Glacier Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) in Nepal.  Likewise, the frequency and intensity of disasters in Nepal has increased over the past decade. 
However, Nepal is striving for disaster management since 1980 focusing on all components of disaster management cycle through National to local level engagement, resulting that institutional mechanisms are in place, SAR teams have been established, cluster system is activated for contingency planning, disaster preparedness and response plans have been prepared in all districts, and DRR is started to mainstreaming in development plan.    
Furthermore, drawing on the lessons from the past and the new aspects of DRR, Nepal has formulated comprehensive Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Act which focuses on all components of disaster management cycles with the provision of new institution. The proposed Act has incorporated the Sendai Framework's priorities and lessons learned from the implementation of HFA and National Strategy on Disaster Risk Management, 2009. 
In addition, Nepal is developing the National DRR Policy and Strategic Action Plan based on the Sendai Framework. It has also initiated the process of integrating disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. 

The Government of Nepal is fully committed to achieve the seven global targets set out by Sendai Framework, and Sustainable Development Goals so as to make Nepal a disaster resilient nation. 
I am confident that the outcome of this 2017 Global Platform on DRR will be instrumental for all of us to achieve the targets of Sendai Framework at National, Regional and Global level through a common global action plan. 

Let me reiterate that Nepal looks forward to working together with all nations, development partners, private sector and civil society organizations in a collaborative manner to make disaster resilient communities and nation by 2030. 

I am confident that this conference will bring a huge success to transform the commitments of governments and stakeholders made at Sendai, setting the direction to materialize the SFDRR through collaborative and coordinated global efforts.

Thank you
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